Become a Girl Scout Leader in 6 Easy Steps!
Deciding to be a Girl Scout leader can sometimes feel a little scary.  Where will you get ideas?  Who will help?  What if the girls don’t like you?  What activities should you do with your troop?  We all had some of these same fears when we became leaders for the first time.  Luckily, you have an entire community of other Girl Scout Adults to support you!  You’ll soon find that participating in Girl Scouting will be one of the most rewarding experiences of your life (and the life of your daughter!)

Becoming a Girl Scout Leader has 6 easy steps:

1. Fill out and return the registration form, volunteer application and criminal background check.

2. Take required training classes.

3. Hold a parents’ meeting.

4. Register your new troop.

5. Stay connected.

6. Have FUN!

STEP ONE – VOLUNTEER APPLICATION AND CBC

The Girl Scout organization takes the safety of the girls very seriously.  For this reason, before you may volunteer, you are required to fill out a Girl Scout registration form, an application, and a criminal background check (CBC).  All parents who will interact with your troop will also need to complete these forms.

STEP TWO – TRAINING

In your first six months as a leader, you are asked to take three training courses.  These no-cost courses will provide you with a wealth of ideas and information on girls and scouting.  They will prepare you to be a confident and successful leader.  You, or another parent, will also need to be CPR certified.  Beyond these basic required classes, a variety of specialty training, including camping, are offered.  It is recommended that you complete the first two classes before meeting with your troop.
Training Class #1 – Discover Girl Scouting
This is an online course that will give you a little background about Girl Scouts, and is the foundation of all of the other classes.  You should take this course as soon as possible after being appointed a leader or assistant leader.  Parents are also welcome to take this course.  To access the course:
1. Go to www.gsnetx.org and select ‘Member Login’ from the menu on the left.

2. From the Member Home page, select ‘Adult Education’.

3. Select the ‘Discover Girl Scouting: An Online Orientation’ from the tabs in the center of the screen and follow the steps.

Training Class #2 – Connect With Your Troop

Meet with experienced, local Girl Scout leaders who will teach you the fundamentals of leading a troop – resources, finances, safety, planning, you name it!  We will help you get started and will be there when you have questions.  This 2-hour class is offered here in Coppell and at council service centers.  

Training  Class #3 – Take Action With…
Each Program Grade Level (Daisies, Brownies, Juniors, and Older Girls) has a course designed to teach you how best to guide that age group, the programs available to them, and the corresponding awards and insignia.  These classes are provided through the Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas council.

STEP 3 – PARENTS’ MEETING

Now that you have been trained, it’s time to start meeting with your troop!  This can be both an exciting and overwhelming time.  The first thing you want to do is have a parents’ meeting.  We will help you plan this meeting in the Connect With Your Troop class.  We are also happy to attend this first meeting with you, if requested.

STEP 4 – REGISTRATION

At your parents’ meeting, register girls and adults by collecting the following:
Registration form

Health History form

$12 National Membership fee (checks payable to ‘GSNETX’)
Parents are encouraged to join!  Not only will they be able to participate with your troop as needed but they will also be covered under GSUSA insurance during all troop activities.  All for only $12 a year!

Registration forms and fees should be given to our Service Unit Registrar.  Keep your copy of the registration forms, and the Health Histories, with you.  

STEP 5 – STAY CONNECTED

Staying connected is a vital part of feeling successful as a leader.  Our local Service Unit, comprised of approximately 60 troop leaders in Coppell and Valley Ranch, meets monthly.  Here you will meet other leaders, find support and encouragement, learn about exciting events and opportunities, and even win door prizes!
Other resources are the Service Unit website, www.coppellgirlscouts.org; the council’s website, www.gsnetx.org; and our Service Unit library, which contains dozens of books and materials about scouting.

STEP 6 – HAVE FUN!

The most important part of participating in Girl Scouting is to have FUN!  The more fun you have, the more fun your girls will have!  Always remember the age group that you’re working with and keep things in perspective.  If things get complicated or you need advice about a cool program, call your troop consultant, school liaison, or any Service Unit member.  We are here to help you in the transformation of young girls into young women of courage, confidence, and character.  All in an atmosphere of fun!
